Oak, mahogany and maple are
blended in this chest to form
an antique mosaic. The inlays
are of a type that can be du-
plicated without difficulty,

Inlaid Chest of Drawers Craftsmen Can Copy

N EARLY Colonial times the
chest was one of the principal
objects of furniture. Because of

its great utility a chest, with or with-
out drawers, assumed a place of im-
portance in nearly every room in the
house. Chests of many varieties brought
over from England served as models
for American cabinetmakers. These
pieces were always of simple rectangu-
lar construction but were often richly
adorned on the outer surface.

The fanciful small chest of drawers,
which is constructed of oak, mahogany
and maple as illustrated in the photo-
graph and measured drawing, embodies

the Elizabethan tradition of sturdy,
rectangular construction. The use of
simple geometric inlay as its chief
source of decoration and the applica-
tion of molding on the drawers and the
use of fielded panels at the sides, all
create a distinctively rich form of em-
bellishment. But its decoration does
not end with these features. The extra
quality of color is added in the com-
bined use of oak, mahogany and maple
blended to give the effect of an antique
mosaic.

The carcase of the chest is made of
two side units joined together by the
front and back rails as shown in Fig. 9.

Construction is started with the side
units which consist of the posts, upper
and lower side rails and side panels.
Four posts made of oak and finished to
an overall size of 14" x 214" x
30% 6" are required. The upper side
rails, also of oak, are made of stock
114" x 334" x 1914". The lower side
rails measure 118" x 3" x 1914". The
mahogany side panels require stock
15/ 6" thick, 1834” wide and 20%¢"
long. In order to obtain a panel of
this width it will be necessary to glue
together several pieces of narrow stock.
The panels should be made oversize
so they can be cut down and squared

e 17/2%

FIG. -

SUPPORT FASTENED
0 CLEAT WITH
a'a] FH
ﬁs«.uws_,d’
g

DUST  PANEL
CREATj

DUST PANEL \_
DETAIL

FROM EACH STILE
AFTER ASSEMBLY

DUST PANEL - bt i
ASSEMALY =~ vy}
(.7 / i
F1G. 3. L, // N b
52 7 7 |
Y.< / A
i /
SN |
. \ )‘(‘ rd FEn
P e
X PICL A FlG 4 PNECE BC
o
- ABC SAW AND RECAW
AR FIG 5. STOCK N6 ANDICATED
*od- 8 BROKEN
Ry LInES I8 TGS
&) v 4.5 Mb 6
' )_";,_
41478 *-_
BOTTOM DUST (1 b
PANEL HAS A " = dp
ST21P REMOVED I"m’.—i' PIECES A AND

INLAY  DETAIL

Liplert C MADE OF B’
l"'fé'}*a‘. VAAPLE . PIECE B Y
MADE OF %" MAHOGANY

HG&

Note to Reprint Edition:
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