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Many modern platform beds have an overhang that provides 
visual lift, but the base is almost always a heavy box. I wanted 
something lighter, with the bed elevated on legs. Putting legs 
at the corners would have given it a more traditional look; I 
wanted the legs set in from the corners, giving the bed the 
illusion of floating. But that created a structural dilemma.

My solution was to create a beefy understructure to support 
the mattress while allowing the legs to be placed away from 
the corners. That structure is a frame made of 31⁄2-in.-wide by 
11⁄2-in.-thick pieces of hardwood, oriented horizontally and 
connected with half-laps at each corner. The half-laps are fitted 
with T-nuts and cinched with furniture bolts. The turned legs 
are connected to the frame with through-mortises and wedged 
for extra strength.

The frame has a middle stretcher that runs the length of the 
bed. It is half-lapped at the ends but just drops in, no bolts 
needed. There is a fifth leg at the center of the bed that gets 
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