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| am left handed, but simply flip the bench around and the tail vice is now better for right handed use. The legs and cutouts are the same on each side. It can be used from either side.
36

Bench length is a function of what is needed for the type of work you do. 36 inches is all | need at this time. Latta’s Bench is 9.5 x 42 by 11.875 high. This bench is 9.937 x 36 x 8.4 high.
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This mini-bench is portable and can be clamped to any flat surface with an edge via the leg cutouts. It also works well on a Black and Decker Workmate portable
bench. | elected to use baltic birch plywood since | do not have a thickness planner or joiner in my small single garage stall work space. It’s stability also became
important with the flush leg positions with the top. Vertical clamping is versatile and secure. It's very stiff, solid, and doesn’t flex, move or vibrate with pounding.

There was a minor problem with the vice. The bench side vice jaw was slightly off 90 degrees with the base. | simply shaved a minimal bit off the bottom edge of
the bench and spacer to give the end a minimal angle matching the vice jaw. The top of the vice jaw is now tight to the bench top edge. Several thin veneers
(1/64th”) were placed at the bottom of the vice bench side wood face. That face is now a true 90 degrees to the bench surface. | may add the taper attachment
to the vice in the future, if needed (see the article on Steve Latta’s mini-bench in Fine Workworking). The bench is sealed with 3 coats of Watco Danish Oil.

This mini-bench was designed to work with my primary bench. (Ex: Leg spreader separation matches the hold down and dog hole distance on the primary bench).

| built that bench 37 years ago out of hard maple. It has many beginner mistakes that I've lived with over the years, but it has stood the test of time. It has

survived two moves, and has generally worked quite well. It's my age and my back that have changed. It can be difficult to work bent over with hand tools for an
extended period of time. | can sit for small part assembly work at the main bench, but the leverage from standing is needed for other work. bg 2



